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[57] ABSTRACT 

A system for controlling signal transfer between a plurality 
of devices, for controlling the transfer of signals between a 
main device having processors packaged therein and a 
subsidiary device having units packaged therein, includes a 
multiplexer section on the main device side for multiplexing 
signals from a control system processor and a monitor 
system processor of the main device; a demultiplexer section 
on a subsidiary side for demultiplexing the multiplex signal 
from the multiplexer section on the main device side and 
distributing it to the units of the subsidiary device; a mul- 
tiplexer section on the subsidiary device side for multiplex- 
ing the signals from the units of the subsidiary device; and 
a demultiplexer section on the main device side for demul- 
tiplexing the multiplex signal from the multiplexer section 
on the subsidiary device side and distributing it to the control 
system processor and the monitor system processor. The 
multiplexer section on the main device side executes bit- 
stuffing and multiplexing in such a manner as to correspond 
to the phase or frequency difference between clock signals 
from clock generators and transfers the signal to the sub- 
sidiary device through a cable. 

6 Claims, 20 Drawing Sheets 
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SYSTEM FOR CONTROLLING SIGNAL 
TRANSFER BETWEEN A PLURALITY OF 
DEVICES 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to a system for controlling signal 

transfer between a plurality of devices and for controlling 

the transfer of signals containing various data between a 10 likewise controlled and monitored inside the subsidiary 

main device and a subsidiary device in a device structure device 7Qb by me control system processor 716 and the 

including a plurality of devices such as a data transfer monitor system processor 726. The control processor 71a of 

apparatus. tne ma j n device 70a is connected to the control system 

The data volumes processed by the data transfer processor 716 of the subsidiary device 70a, and the monitor 

apparatus, etc., have been increasing drastically in recent 15 system processor 72a of the main device 70a is connected to 



When the data processing amounts of the transfer appa- 
ratus become relatively large, a structure using a plurality of 
devices is employed because a single device structure cannot 
cope with such data processing amounts. In this case, the 
main device 70a and the subsidiary device 70b having the 
same structure are disposed as shown in the drawing. A 
plurality of units 75a are controlled and monitored inside the 
main device 70a by the control system processor 71a and the 
monitor system processor 72a. A plurality of units 756 are 



years, and it has become practically difficult to process 
signals containing these data using a single device structure. 
In other words, since the data transfer apparatus for trans- 
ferring large amounts of data can no longer transfer such 



the monitor system processor 726 of the subsidiary device 
706 so that communication can be made between them and 
the apparatus can be controlled and managed as a whole. 
FIG. 3 is an explanatory view of the second example of 



large amounts of data by a single device structure, the data 20 tne structure including a plurality of devices according to the 



transfer apparatus employs the structure comprising a phi 
rality of devices and transfers a variety of data by connecting 
the devices by cables. Therefore, the signal transfer structure 
between the devices must be further simplified. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

The construction of a system for controlling signal trans- 
fer between a plurality of devices according to the prior art 
will be hereby explained with reference to FIGS. 1 to 3 of 
the accompanying drawings in order to clarify the problems 



prior art. In the structure shown in FIG. 2, the control system 
processor and the monitor system processor are provided to 
each of the devices, and the system becomes therefore 
complicated and expensive as a whole. Accordingly, the 
25 main device 80a having the control system processor (CPU) 
81 and the monitor system processor 82 (CPU) packaged 
therein is connected to the subsidiary device 806 having a 
plurality of units 84 (UNIT#1 to UNIT#n) packaged therein 
by the cables 83 so that the control system processor 81 and 



encountered in signal transfer control between a plurality of 30 tne monitor system processor 82 of the main device 80a can 



devices in the prior art. 

FIG. 1 is an explanatory view showing a single device 
structure according to the prior art. In the drawing, reference 
numeral 60 denotes a device, reference numeral 61 denotes 
a control system processor (that is, Central Processing Unit; 
CPU), reference numeral 62 denotes a monitor system 
processor (that is, CPU), reference numerals 63 and 64 
denote clock generators, and reference numeral 65 denotes 
a plurality of units (UNIT #1 to UNIT #n). The control 
system processor 61, the monitor system processor 62 and a 
plurality of units 65 are packaged (i.e., assembled) in a 
single device, forming thereby a transfer apparatus, for 
example. When inserted into the packaging position of the 
device 60, each unit 65 is connected to the control system 
processor 61 and the monitor system processor 62 through 
wiring of a backboard. 

During the operation as a transfer apparatus, the com- 
mand signals CMD are transmitted from the control system 



35 



40 



45 



control and monitor the units (not shown) packaged in the 
main device 80a as well as the units 84 packaged in the 
subsidiary device 806. 

In the prior art example shown in FIG. 2, the control 
system processors 71a and 716 and the monitor system 
processors 72a and 726 are mounted to the main device 70a 
and to the subsidiary device 706, respectively, so as to 
control and monitor the units 75a and 756. Therefore the 
connection structure between the devices is relatively 
simple. Nonetheless, this prior art example involves a prob- 
lem in that the construction of each device is complicated 
and expensive. 

In contrast, the prior art example shown in FIG. 3 controls 
and monitors the units 84 of the subsidiary device 806 by the 
control system processor 81 and the monitor system pro- 
cessor 82 mounted to the main device 80a, and its construc- 
tion is more economical than that of FIG. 2. However, the 
main device 80a and the subsidiary device 82 must be 



55 



processor 61 and the monitor system processor 62 to each 50 connected to each other by the cables 83 and in this case, the 
- - number of the cables 83 for connecting the control system 

processor 81 and the monitor system processor 82 to the 
units 85 of the subsidiary device 806 increases in accordance 
with the number of units to be mounted to the subsidiary 
device 806, so that the connecting operation becomes com - 
plicated and the probl em of a connec tio n error occurs. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In view of the above-described problems, the main object 
60 of the present invention is to provide a system for controlling 
signal transfer between a plurality of devices, which can 
prevent a connection error, etc., by simplifying the connec- 
tion structure between the main device and the subsidiary 
device. 

65 To accomplish the object described above, the system for 
controlling signal transfer between a plurality of devices 
according to the present invention, for controlling the signal 



unit 65, and status signals ST corresponding to the command 
signals are delivered from each unit 65 to the control system 
processor 61 or the monitor system processor 62. In this 
way, each unit is controlled and monitored variously by the 
control system processor 61 and the monitor system pro- 
cessor 62. 

FIG. 2 is an explanatory view of the first example of a 
structure including a plurality of devices according to the 
prior art. Reference numeral 70a denotes a main device, 
reference numeral 706 denotes a subsidiary device, refer- 
ence numerals 71a and 716 denote control system 
processors, reference numerals 72a and 726 denote monitor 
system processors, reference numerals 73a, 736, 74a and 
746 denote clock generators and reference numerals 75a and 
756 denote a plurality of units (that is, UNIT#1' to UNIT#n' 
and UNIT #1 to UNIT #n). Symbol CMD denotes a com- 
mand signal and ST does a status signal. 
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transfer between a main device having at least a control 
system processor and a monitor system processor packaged 
thereto and a subsidiary device having a plurality of units 
packaged therein (i.e., a plurality of units assembled 
therein), includes a multiplexer section on the main device 
side for multiplexing the signals from the control system 
processor and the monitor system processor of the main 
device; a demultiplexer section on the subsidiary device side 
for demultiplexing (i.e., separating) a multiplex signal from 
the multiplexer section on the main device side and distrib- 
uting it to the units of the subsidiary device; a multiplexer 
section on the subsidiary device side for multiplexing the 
signal from the units of the subsidiary device; and a demul- 
tiplexer section on the main device side for demultiplexing 
the multiplex signal from the multiplexer section on the 
subsidiary device side and distributing it to the control 
system processor and the monitor system processor of the 
main device. 

Here, the multiplexer section on the main device side is 
equipped with a clock generator for multiplexing and 
executes bit-stuffing and multiplexing in such a manner as to 
correspond to the difference between the phase of the clock 
signal from this clock generator and the phases of the clock 
signals from clock generators of the control system proces- 
sor and the monitor system processor. In other words, the 
multiplexer section executes bit-stuffing and multiplexing so 
as to correct the above difference. 

On the other hand, the demultiplexer section on the 
subsidiary device side is equipped with a phase sync oscil- 
lator for generating a clock signal in phase synchronism with 
the multiplex signal from the multiplexer section on the 
main device side, executes demultiplexing of the multiplex 
signal, which is subjected to bit-stuffing and multiplexing, 
from the multiplexer section on the main device side, in 
bit-stuffing synchronism, and distributes it to the units. 

When the signal transfer is controlled between the main 
device having at least the control system processor and the 
monitor system processor packaged therein and the subsid- 
iary device having a plurality of units packaged therein, the 
system for controlling the signal transfer between a plurality 
of devices according to the present invention preferably 
includes the multiplexer section on the main device side for 
multiplexing the signals from the control system processor 
and the monitor system processor of the main device; the 
demultiplexer section on the subsidiary device side for 
demultiplexing the multiplex signal from the multiplexer 
section on the main device side and distributing it to the 
units of the subsidiary device; the multiplexer section on the 
subsidiary device side for multiplexing the signals from the 
units of the subsidiary device; and the demultiplexer section 
on the main device side for demultiplexing the multiplex 
signal from the multiplexer section on the subsidiary device 
side and distributing it to the control system processor and 
the monitor system processor of the main device. Here, the 
multiplexer section on the main device side is equipped with 
a clock generator for multiplexing, the clock signal from this 
clock generator is supplied to the control system processor, 
the monitor system processor and the demultiplexer section 
on the main device side, and is supplied also to the multi- 
plexer section on the subsidiary device side and the demul- 
tiplexer section on the subsidiary device side. 

Further, the system described above multiplexes the sig- 
nals from the control system processor and the monitor 
system processor to the units of the subsidiary devices on the 
basis of the clock signal described above and transfers it to 
the subsidiary device, and the demultiplexer section on the 
subsidiary device side demultiplexes the multiplex signal 
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from the multiplexer section on the main device side and 
distributes it to the units. 

When the signal transfer is controlled between the main 
device having packaged therein at least the control system 

5 processor and the monitor system processor each having a 
clock generator and the subsidiary device having a plurality 
of units packaged therein, the system for controlling the 
signal transfer between a plurality of devices according to 
the present invention further preferable includes the multi- 

10 plexer section on the main device side, equipped with a 
clock generator, for multiplexing the signals from the con- 
trol system processor and the monitor system processor of 
the main device on the basis of a clock signal from this clock 
generator; the demultiplexer section on the subsidiary device 

15 side for demultiplexing the multiplex signal from the mul- 
tiplexer section on the main device side and distributing it to 
the units of the subsidiary device; the multiplexer section on 
the subsidiary device side for multiplexing the signals from 
the units of the subsidiary device; and the demultiplexer 

20 section on the main device side for demultiplexing the 
multiplex signal from the multiplexer section on the sub- 
sidiary device side and distributing it to the control system 
processor and the monitor system processor of the main 
device. 

25 Here, each of the control system processor and the mom- 
tor system processor of the main device is equipped with a 
switch section in which switching operations are carried out, 
so that the control system processor and the monitor system 
processor of the main device are operated in synchronism 

30 the clock signal from the clock generator of the multiplexer 
section on the main device side when the subsidiary device 
is connected, and are operated in synchronism with the clock 
signal of the clock generator of each of these processors 
when the subsidiary device is cut off. When the subsidiary 

35 device is connected, the multiplexer section on the main 
device side supplies the clock signal from this multiplexer 
section on the main device side to the control system 
processor and the monitor system processor through the 
switch section, supplies it also to the multiplexer section on 

40 the subsidiary side as well as to the demultiplexer section on 
the main and subsidiary device side, multiplexes the signals 
from the control system processor and the monitor system 
processor to the units on the basis of this clock signal, and 
transfers it to the subsidiary device, and the demultiplexer 

45 section on the subsidiary device side demultiplexes the 
multiplex signal from the multiplexer section on the main 
device side and distributes it to the units. 

When the signal transfer is controlled between the main 
device having at least the control system processor and the 

50 monitor system processor packaged therein and the subsid- 
iary device having a plurality of units packaged therein, the 
system for controlling the signal transfer between a plurality 
of devices according to the present invention includes selec- 
tors on the main device side for sending the signals from the 

55 control system processor and the monitor system processor 
of the main device and selectors on the subsidiary device 
side for distributing the signals from the selectors on the 
main device side, and controls the selectors on both the main 
device side and the subsidiary device side in such a manner 

60 as to select the units of the subsidiary device for transferring 
the signals from the main device and the units of the 
subsidiary device for transferring the signals to the main 
device. 

Further preferably, the selectors on both the main device 
65 side and the subsidiary device side in the system for con- 
trolling the signal transfer between a plurality of devices 
according to the present invention can be disposed in such 
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a manner as to correspond to the kinds of signals between 
the control system processor and the units of the subsidiary 
device and between the monitor system processor and the 
units of the subsidiary device. 

Further preferably, the selectors on both the main device 
side and the subsidiary device side in the system for con- 
trolling the signal transfer between a plurality of devices 
according to the present invention can be disposed in such 
a manner as to correspond to the control system processor 
and the monitor system controller. 

Further preferably, each of the control system processor 
and the monitor system processor in the system for control- 
ling the signal transfer between a plurality of devices 
according to the present invention is equipped with a clock 
generator, the selector on the main device side is equipped 
with a clock generator, and each of the control system 
processor and the monitor system processor of the main 
device is further equipped with a switch section in which 
switching operations are carried out, so that the control 
system processor and the monitor system processor are 
operated in synchronism with the clock signal from the 
clock generator of the selector on the main device side when 
the subsidiary device is connected, and are operated in 
synchronism with the clock signal from the clock generator 
of each of these processors when the subsidiary device is cut 
off. 

First, in the system for controlling the signal transfer 
between a plurality of devices according to the present 
invention, each of the control system processor and the 
monitor system processor is equipped with a clock 
generator, the multiplexer section on the main device side is 
equipped with a clock generator for multiplexing, and when 
the command signals from the control system processor and 
the monitor system processor are multiplexed in the multi- 
plexer section on the main device side, bit-stuffing and 
multiplexing is executed by inserting and removing a stuff 
bit (i.e., a stuff pulse) on the basis of the clock signal from 
the clock generator of the multiplexer section on the main 
device side, and the signal is transferred to the subsidiary 
device through one cable. The demultiplexer section on the 
subsidiary side executes demultiplexing of the signal by 
removing the stuff bit in phase synchronism with the mul- 
tiplex signal in such a manner as to correspond to the units, 
and distributes the signal. The status signal from each unit is 
multiplexed by the multiplexer section on the subsidiary 
device side on the basis of the clock signal from the clock 
generator, and is transferred to the main device through one 
cable. The demultiplexer section on the main device side 
executes demultiplexing on the basis of the clock signal 
from the phase sync oscillator keeping phase synchronism 
with the multiplex signal, and transfers the status signal 
corresponding to each unit to the control system processor 
and the monitor system processor. 

Second, in the system for controlling the signal transfer 
between a plurality of devices according to the present 
invention, the clock signal from the clock generator of the 
multiplexer section on the main device side is supplied to the 
control system processor and the monitor system processor, 
and the main device is operated by the same clock signal. 
Accordingly, the multiplexer section on the main device side 
multiplexes the command signals from the control system 
processor and the monitor system processor by the simple 
multiplexing process, and transfers the multiplex signal to 
the subsidiary device. The demultiplexer section on the 
subsidiary side demultiplexes the multiplex signal on the 
basis of the clock signal from the main device and distributes 
the signal to each unit. In the same way as described above, 
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the status signal from each unit of the subsidiary device is 
multiplexed by the multiplexer section on the subsidiary 
device side, is transferred to the main device, is demulti- 
plexed by the demultiplexer section on the main device side, 

5 and is thereafter transferred to the control system processor 
and the monitor system processor. 

Third, in the system for controlling the signal transfer 
between a plurality of devices, each of the control system 
processor, the monitor system processor and the multiplexer 

10 section on the main device side is equipped with the clock 
generator, and the clock signal from the clock generator of 
the multiplexer section on the main device side is supplied 
to each section when the multiplexer section on the main 
device side and the demultiplexer section on the main device 

15 side are packaged in the main device and are connected to 
the subsidiary device, and execute multiplexing and demul- 
tiplexing on the basis of this clock signal, respectively. 
When the subsidiary device is cut off and only the main 
device is operated, the multiplexer section on the main 

20 device side and the demultiplexer section on the main device 
side are brought into the unpackaged state. Therefore, the 
control system processor and the monitor system processor 
operate by the clock signals from the respective clock 
generators. In other words, the supply route of the clock 

25 signals is switched by the switch section when the subsidiary 
device is connected and when it is not connected. 

Fourth, in the system for controlling the signal transfer 
between a plurality of devices according to the present 
invention, the selector on the main device side and the 

30 

selector on the subsidiary device side are synchronized. 
Therefore, when the selector on the main device side selects 
the command signal from the control system processor to the 
unit of the subsidiary device and transfers it to the subsidiary 
device, for example, the selector on the subsidiary side 

35 selects and transfers this command signal to the unit. When 
the selector on the subsidiary device side selects the status 
signal from the unit of the subsidiary device to the control 
system processor and transfers it to the main device, for 
example, the selector on the main device side selects this 

40 status signal and transfers it to the control system processor. 
Fifth, in the system for controlling the signal transfer 
between a plurality of devices according to the present 
invention, the selector on the main device side and the 

45 selector on the subsidiary device side are disposed for each 
kind of the signal between the main device and the subsid- 
iary device. In this case, even when the number of kinds of 
signals increases, the signal transfer can be made for each 
kind of signals without increasing the transfer rate between 

5Q the main device and subsidiary device. 

Sixth, in the system for controlling the signal transfer 
between a plurality of devices according to the present 
invention, the control system processor and the monitor 
system processor receive the status signal after sending the 

55 command signal to the unit, for example, and do not 
simultaneously execute transfer of the command signal and 
reception of the status signal. Therefore, the command 
signal and the status signal can be transferred between the 
main device and the subsidiary device by disposing the 

60 selector on the main device side and the selector on the 
subsidiary device side, i.e., a pair of selectors, corresponding 
to the control system processor and another pair of selectors 
corresponding to the monitor system processor. 

Seventh, in the system for controlling the signal transfer 

65 between a plurality of devices according to the present 
invention, the clock signal from the clock generator of the 
selector on the main device side is supplied to the control 
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system processor and the monitor system controller when 
the subsidiary device is disposed, so as to execute the 
transfer and reception processing of the command signal and 
the status signal, respectively, and when the subsidiary 
device is not connected, the control system processor and the 
monitor system processor are operated in synchronism with 
the clock signals from their respective clock generators. In 
other words, the clock signals are switched by the switch 
section. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The above object and features of the present invention 
will be more apparent from the following description of the 
preferred embodiments with reference to the accompanying 
drawings, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is an explanatory view of a single device structure 
according to the prior art; 

FIG. 2 is an explanatory view of the first example of a 
multi-device structure according to the prior art; 

FIG. 3 is an explanatory view of the second example of 
a multi-device structure according to the prior art; 

FIG. 4 is an explanatory view of the first preferred 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIGS. 5 A and 5B are flowcharts, each useful for explain- 
ing the flow of signals by a bit-stuffing and multiplexing 
system used in the first preferred embodiment of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 6 is a flowchart useful for explaining the procedures 
of signal processing in the first preferred embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 7 is an explanatory view of the second preferred 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 8 is an explanatory view of the third preferred 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIGS. 9 A and 9B are timing charts, each useful for 
explaining the flow of signals in a synchronous multiplexing 
system used for the second and third preferred embodiments 
of the present invention; 

FIG. 10 is a flowchart useful for explaining the procedure 
of signal processing in the second and third preferred 
embodiments of the present invention; 

FIG. 11 is an explanatory view of the fourth preferred 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIGS. 12A and 12B are timing charts, each useful for 
explaining the flow of signals by utilizing a selector portion 
of the fourth preferred embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 13 is a flowchart useful for explaining the procedure 
of signal processing in the fourth preferred embodiment of 
the present invention; 

FIG. 14 is an explanatory view of the fifth preferred 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIGS. 15 A and 15B are flowcharts, each useful for 
explaining the flow of signals by utilizing a selector of the 
fifth preferred embodiment of the present invention; and 

FIG. 16 is a flowchart useful for explaining the procedure 
of signal processing in the fifth preferred embodiment of the 
present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Hereinafter, the description of some preferred embodi- 
ments according to the present invention will be given with 
reference to the accompanying drawings, FIGS. 4 through 
16. 
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FIG. 4 is an explanatory view of the first preferred 
embodiment (hereinafter called the "first embodiment") of 
the present invention. Reference numeral 1 denotes a main 
device, reference numeral 2 denotes a subsidiary device, 

5 reference numeral 3 denotes a control system processor (that 
is, a CPU), reference numeral 4 denotes a monitor system 
processor (that is, a CPU), reference numeral 5 denotes a 
multiplexer section (generally abbreviated to "MUX") on 
the main device side, reference numeral 6 denotes a demul- 

1Q tiplexer section (generally abbreviated to "DEMUX") on the 
main device side, reference numerals 7, 8 and 9 denote clock 
generators, reference numerals 10 and 13 denote phase sync 
oscillators, reference numeral 11 denotes a demultiplexer 
section (DEMUX) on the subsidiary device side, reference 

15 numeral 12 denotes a multiplexer section (MUX) on the 
subsidiary device side, reference numerals 15 and 16 denote 
cables, and reference numeral 17 denotes a plurality of units 
(UNIT #1 to UNIT #n). The drawing illustrates the case in 
which a command signal CMD and a status signal ST are 

2Q transferred between the main device 1 and the subsidiary 
device 2. 

Each of the control system processor 3 and the monitor 
system processor 4 is equipped with the clock generator 7, 
8 comprising a quartz oscillator, etc., and is constituted into 

25 a package (or an assembly), and they are packaged (or 
assembled) in the main device 1, respectively. Each of the 
clock generators 9 and 14 of the multiplexer section 5 on the 
main device side and the multiplexer section 12 on the 
subsidiary device side also comprises a quartz oscillator, etc. 

3 q Some units, not shown, can be packaged in the main device 
1. Each unit 17 (UNIT #1 to UNIT #n) having various 
functions is packaged in the subsidiary device 2. The mul- 
tiplexer section 5 on the main device side and the demulti- 
plexer section 11 on the subsidiary side are connected by one 

35 cable 15 and the multiplexer section 12 on the subsidiary 
device side and the demultiplexer section 6 on the main 
device side are connected by one cable 16. 

The control system processor 3 and the monitor system 
processor 4 execute control and monitor processes in accor- 

40 dance with the clock signals from the respective clock 
generators 7 and 8, and they normally operate in an asyn- 
chronous relationship with each other. The multiplexer sec- 
tion 5 on the main device , side is connected to the output 
ports of the control system processor 3 and the monitor 

45 system processor 4, and the demultiplexer on the main 
device side is connected to the input ports of the control 
system processor 3 and the monitor system processor 4. The 
multiplexer section 5 on the main device side executes 
multiplexing process of the command signals CMD from the 

50 control system processor 3 and the monitor system processor 

4 in accordance with the clock signal from the clock 
generator 9, and transfers the multiplex signal to the sub- 
sidiary device 2 through the cable 15. 

In this case, the phases (or frequencies) of the clock 
55 signals from the clock generators 7 and 8 of the control 
system processor 3 and the monitor system processor 4 are 
not synchronized with the phase (or frequency) of the clock 
signal from the clock generator 9 of the multiplexer section 

5 on the main device side, and they are slightly different 
60 from each other. To correct this difference and to multiplex 

the signals, bit-stuffing and multiplexing is conducted by 
inserting and removing a stuff bit (i.e., a stuff pulse), and the 
multiplex signal obtained by addition of a frame sync pulse, 
etc., is transferred to the subsidiary device 2 through the 
65 cable 15. 

The demultiplexer section 11 on the subsidiary device 
side is equipped with the phase sync oscillator 13 for 
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generating a clock signal whose phase is in synchronism 
with the multiplex signal. This oscillator deletes the stuff bit 
by establishing frame synchronization of the multiplex 
signal, demultiplexes (i.e., separates) the respective com- 
mand signals CMD and distributes them to the respective 
units (UNIT #1 to UNIT #n) 17. 

The status signal ST from each unit 17 of the subsidiary 
device 2 is multiplexed by the multiplexer section 12 on the 
subsidiary device side on the basis of the clock signal from 
the clock generator 14, and is transferred to the main device 
1 through the cable 16. In this case, when each unit 17 
operates in accordance with the clock signal from the clock 
generator 14 of the multiplexer section 12 on the subsidiary 
device side, multiplexing process can be carried out by using 
a time slot so allotted as to correspond to each unit. The is 
demultiplexer section 6 on the main device side is equipped 
with the phase sync oscillator 10 for generating the clock 
signal whose phase is in synchronism with the multiplex 
signal, demultiplexes the multiplex signal in such a manner 
as to correspond to each unit, distributes the multiplex signal 20 
to the control system processor 3 and the monitor system 
processor 4, and inputs the status signal ST to the input port 
corresponding to each unit. 

In the construction described above for executing control 
and monitor by the control system processor 3 and the 
monitor system processor 4, respectively, by packaging the 
control system processor 3 and the monitor system processor 
4 in the main device and packaging only a plurality of units 
17 in the subsidiary device 2, transferring the command 
signal CMD and the status signal ST can be conducted 
between the main device 1 and the subsidiary device 2 by the 
multiplex signal through one cable 15 for the command 
signal CMD between the main device 1 and the subsidiary 
device 2 and through one cable 16 for the status signal ST. 
When other kinds of signals are transferred, the multiplexer 
section and the demultiplexer section corresponding to the 
respective signal are provided to the main device 1 and to the 
subsidiary device 2, respectively, and they are connected by 
the cables. 

The principle of a bit-stuffing and multiplexing system 
used for the first embodiment will be hereby explained. 

FIGS. 5A and 5B are timing charts, each useful for 
explaining the flow of the signals by the bit -stuffing and 
multiplexing system used for the first embodiment. More 
concretely, FIG. 5A shows the flow of the main frame Fla 
of the command signal CMD handled inside the multiplexer 
section 5 on the main device side, and FIG. SB shows the 
flow of the subframe Fife of the multiplexed command 
signal CMD handled and demultiplexed by the demulti- 
plexer section 11 on the subsidiary device side (multiplexed 
command signal CMD is shown in each of FIGS. 5 A and 
5B). 

FIGS. 5 A and 5B assume the case in which the signal to 
be multiplexed (for example, the command signal CMD) is 
generated so as to deliver them to three units (UNIT #1, 
UNIT #2 and UNIT #3) inside the subsidiary device. 

The drawings illustrates the case in which the command 
signal CMD is multiplexed and transferred from the main 



multiplexing function in the first embodiment of the present 
invention can be easily understood. 

As is obvious from FIGS. 5A, 5B and 6, the procedure for 
processing the command signal in the first embodiment of 
the present invention includes the following steps (T) to (5). 

(1) When three kinds of command signals CMD gener- 
ated by the monitor system processor and the control 
system processor are multiplexed, the oscillation fre- 
quencies of the three clock generators (that is, 
oscillators) 7, 8 and 9 are different from each other. 
Therefore, three kinds of command signals CMD hav- 
ing mutually different cycles Tso as to correspond to 
these oscillation frequencies are synchronized with the 
cycle T of the clock generator having the highest 
frequency. Here, the cycle of the command signal for 
the unit #3 corresponds to this cycle T. A stuff bit is 
inserted into each of time slots which are short of the 
command signal CMD (the time slots of the command 
signal CMD for the units #1 and #2 in this case) in order 
to compensate for this deficiency. The signal processing 
portion described above corresponds to Step S100 in 
FIG. 6 which sets again the timing of the signal. 

(2) Next, bit-stuffing and multiplexing is executed by 
narrowing the pulse widths of the three kinds of com- 
mand signals CMD obtained by executing the Step 

5100 described above so as to form narrow pulses (i.e., 
narrowing pulses) each having a cycle T/3. This signal 
multiplying processing portion corresponds to Step 

5101 for signal multiplexing in FIG. 6. 

(3) Further, the multiplex signal obtained by executing the 
Step S101 described above is transferred to the sub- 
sidiary device. Such a signal transmission processing 
portion corresponds to Step SI 02 for transferring the 
signal in FIG. 6. 

(?) Further, the signal inputted to the subsidiary device is 
demultiplexed by executing the Step 102 by the demul- 
tiplexer section 11 on the subsidiary side, and the stuff 
bit is removed. Such a signal demultiplex processing 
portion corresponds to Step S103 for demultiplexing 
the signal and removing the stuff bit in FIG. 6. 
(5) Further, timing of the signal obtained by executing the 
Step S103 is again timed (i.e., adjusted) to widen the 
width of the signal pulse (T/3 to P), and the original 
command signal CMD is restored. 
The CMD signals so restored are distributed to the desired 
units (UNIT #1, UNIT #2 and UNIT #3). The distribution 
processing portion of the CMD signals corresponds to the 
Step S104 for distributing the CMD signals in FIG. 6. 

FIG. 7 is an explanatory view of the second preferred 
embodiment (hereinafter abbreviated to the "second 
embodiment") according to the present invention, and like 
reference numerals are used to identify like constituent 
members as in FIG. 4. Reference numeral 18 denotes a clock 
55 signal line. This embodiment represents the case in which, 
when the subsidiary unit 2 having a plurality of units 17 
packaged therein is connected to the main device 1 having 
the control system processor 3 and the monitor system 
processor 4 packaged therein, the clock signal CLK from the 
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device to the subsidiary device but does not represent the eo clock generator 9 of the multiplexer section 5 on the main 



case in which the status signal ST is multiplexed and 
transferred from the subsidiary device to the main device. 
Needless to say, however, such a status signal ST can be 
treated by exactly the same procedure as for the command 
signal CMD. 

Further, the flow chart of the processing procedure of the 
command signal CMD is shown in FIG. 6 so that the stuff 



device side is supplied to the control system processor 3, the 
monitor system processor 4, the demultiplexer section 6 on 
the main device side, and the demultiplexer section 11 as 
well as multiplex section 12 on the subsidiary device side, 
65 through a line represented by dotted lines. 

Because the phase of the command signals CMD from the 
control system processor 3 and the monitor system processor 
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4 is in synchronism with the phase of the clock signal from 
the clock generator 9 in this case, the multiplexer section 5 
on the main device side can multiplex the command signal 
CMD merely by using the time slot corresponding to each 
unit 17 of the subsidiary device 2. The demultiplexer section 
11 on the subsidiary side can execute demultiplexing while 
establishing frame synchronization on the basis of the clock 
signal CLK from the main device and distributes the com- 
mand signal CMD to each unit. 

The status signal ST from each unit 17 of the subsidiary 
device 2 is multiplexed by the multiplexer section 12 on the 
subsidiary device side and is transferred to the main device 
1 through the cable 16, and the demultiplexer section 6 on 
the main device side executes demultiplexing while estab- 
lishing frame synchronization, and separates and transfers 
the status signal ST corresponding to each unit 17 to the 
input port corresponding to each unit of the control system 
processor 3 and the monitor system processor 4. 

According to this embodiment, various signals between 
the main device 1 and the subsidiary device 2 can be 
transferred by multiplexing through one of each cable 15, 16 
in the same way as in the first embodiment shown in FIG. 
4. Further, since this embodiment employs the construction 
wherein the control system processor 3 and the monitor 
system processor 4 operate in synchronism with the clock 
signal CLK for multiplexing process, the multiplexing pro- 
cess can be carried out in the multiplexer section 5 on the 
main device side. 

FIG. 8 shows the third preferred embodiment (hereinafter 
abbreviated to the "third embodiment") of the present 
invention, wherein like reference numerals are used to 
identify like constituent members as in FIGS. 4 and 7. 
Reference numerals 21 and 22 denote switch sections (SW). 
When a transfer apparatus, etc., is constituted by only the 
main device 1, the multiplexer section 5 on the main device 
side and the demultiplexer section 6 on the main device side 
for connecting the subsidiary device 2 are not packaged. 
Therefore, the switch sections 21 and 22 are switched from 
the position indicated by solid lines to the direction indicated 
by dotted line arrow, the control system processor 3 operates 
in accordance with the clock signal from the clock generator 
7 and the monitor system processor 4 operates in accordance 
with the clock signal from the clock generator 8. 

In the case in which the function of the transfer apparatus 
is not sufficient when using the main device 1 alone, the 
subsidiary device 2 having a plurality of units 17 (UNIT #1 
to UNIT #n) packaged therein is connected, and the demul- 
tiplexer section 11 on the subsidiary device side and the 
multiplexer section 12 on the subsidiary device side are 
further packaged in the subsidiary device 2. The multiplexer 
section 5 on the main device side equipped with the clock 
generator 9 and the demultiplexer section 6 on the main 
device side are packaged in the main device as shown in the 
drawing, the output ports of the control system processor 3 
and the monitor system processor 4 are connected to the 
multiplexer section 5 on the main device side, and the input 
ports of the control system processor 3 and the monitor 
system processor 4 are connected to the demultiplexer 
section 6 on the main device side. The main device 1 and the 
subsidiary device 2 are connected by the cables 15 and 16 
and the clock signal line 18. The switch sections 21 and 22 
are switched to the position indicated by the solid line. 

Accordingly, each section operates synchronously with 
the clock signal CLK from the clock generator 9 of the 
multiplexer section 5 on the main device side, and the 
multiplexer section 5 on the main device side and the 
multiplexer section 12 on the subsidiary device side can 
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multiplex the command signal CMD and the status signal ST 
by multiplexing by using the time slot corresponding to each 
unit 17 and can transfer the signals. 

Next, the principle of the synchronous multiplexing sys- 

5 tem of the second and third embodiments described above 
will be hereby explained. 

FIGS. 9 A and 9B are timing charts, each useful for 
explaining the flow of the signals by the synchronous 
multiplexing system employed in the second and third 

10 embodiments shown in FIGS. 7 and 8. More concretely, 
FIG. 9A shows the flow of the main frame F2a of the 
command signal CMD handled inside the multiplexer por- 
tion 5 on the main device side, and FIG. 9B shows the flow 
of the subframe Fib of the multiplexed command signal 

1S CMD (shown in each of FIGS. 9A and 9B) handled by the 
demultiplexer section 11 on the subsidiary device side. 

The drawings in FIGS. 9A and 9B assume the case in 
which a signal to be multiplexed (e.g. the command signal 
CMD) is generated so that the signal can be transferred to 

20 the three units (UNIT #1, UNIT #2 and UNIT #3) inside the 
subsidiary device. 

These drawings represent the case in which the command 
signal CMD is multiplexed and transferred from the main 
device to the subsidiary device and does not represent the 

25 case in which the status signal ST is multiplexed and 
transferred from the subsidiary device to the main device, 
but the latter can be of course accomplished by exactly the 
same procedure. 
FIG. 10 is a flowchart showing the processing procedure 

30 of the command signal CMD described above so that the 
function of synchronous multiplexing in the second and 
third embodiments of the present invention can be easily 
understood. 

As can be clearly appreciated from FIGS. 9 A, 9B and 10, 

35 the signal processing procedure of the command signal in 
the second and third embodiments of the present invention 
includes the following steps ((l) to (§)). 
(T) In order to multiplex three kinds of command signals 
CMD generated by the monitor system processor and 

4Q the control system processor, the phases of these com- 
mand signals CMD are aligned. In this case, the CPU 
of the monitor system processor and control system 
processor and the multiplexer section 5 on the main 
device side (that is, the sync circuit) operate using the 

45 same clock signal (represented by dotted lines in FIGS. 
7 and 8) from the clock generator 9. Therefore, the 
cycle T corresponding to this oscillation frequency is 
the same for all the signals. For this reason, it is not 
hereby necessary to insert the stuff bit, and only the 

50 phases of the three kinds of command signals need be 
aligned by setting again the timing. This signal pro- 
cessing portion corresponds to Step S200 for setting 
again the timing in FIG. 10. 
@ Next, the pulse widths of the three kinds of command 

55 signals CMD obtained by executing the Step S200 are 
narrowed to obtain narrowing pulses each having a 
cycle T/3 and synchronous multiplexing is executed. 
Such a signal multiplexing process corresponds to the 
Step S201 for multiplexing the signals in FIG. 10. . 

60 (5) Further, the multiplexed signal obtained by executing 
the Step 201 is transferred to the subsidiary device. 
Such a signal transmission processing portion corre- 
sponds to the Step S202 for transferring the signal in 
FIG. 10. 

65 (4) The signal inputted to the subsidiary device by execut- 
ing the Step S202 is demultiplexed by the demulti- 
plexer section 11 on the subsidiary device side. Such a 
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signal demultiplex processing portion corresponds to When the status signal ST is sent from the unit UNlTn to 
the Step S203 for demultiplexing the signal in FIG. 10. the monitor system processor 4 in response to the command 
(5) Furthermore, the Step S203 is executed so as to time signal CMD from the monitor system processor 4, for 
again the timing of the resulting signal, and the pulse example, the selector 36 on the subsidiary side and the 
width of the signal is expanded (T/3 to T) to restore the 5 selector 32 on the main device side are synchronously 
original command signal CMD. controlled by the monitor system processor 4, the status 
The command signal CMD so restored is distributed to si S nal ST of the unit UNIT is transferred to the main 
the desired units (UNIT #1, UNIT #2 and UNIT #3). Such device 1 through the selector 36 on the subsidiary side and 
a distribution processing portion of the command signal through the cable 45, and the selector 32 on the main device 
CMD corresponds to the Step S204 for distributing the 10 side selects this status signal ST and transfers it to the input 
signal in FIG. 10. P ort °^ tne momtor system processor 4 corresponding to the 
FIG. 11 is an explanatory view of the fourth preferred uait UNIT The monitor system processor 4 can monitor 
embodiment of the present invention (hereinafter abbrevi- toe unit UNIT #n by means of the status signal ST of the 
ated to the "fourth embodiment"). Reference numeral 1 m P ut P ort corresponding to the unit UNIT #n. 
denotes the main device, reference numeral 2 denotes the 35 According to this embodiment, the control system pro- 
subsidiary device, reference numeral 3 denotes the control cessor 3 and th e monitor system processor 4 can send the 
system processor (CPU), reference numeral 4 denotes the command signal to the unit 17 designated arbitrarily, or can 
monitor system processor (CPU), reference numerals 7, 8 receive the status signal ST from the unit designated arbi- 
and 30 denote the clock generators, reference numeral 17 trarily. Smce the selectors are disposed so as to correspond 
denotes the unit (UNIT #1 to UNIT #n), reference numerals 20 10 the command signals CMD and the status signals ST, the 
31 to 38 denote the selectors (SEL), reference numerals 39 transfer operation in accordance with the kind of signals can 
and 40 denote the control lines, reference numerals 41 and be carried out without increasing the transfer rate in com- 

42 denote the switch sections (SW) and reference numerals P^ 13 ^ the multiplex transfer system even when the 

43 to 46 denote the cables * number of units increases. 

This embodiment represents the case in which the selector 25 Next ' the principle of signal transfer between devices by 

33 on the main device side corresponding to the command utilizing the group of selectors according to the fourth 

signal CMD from the control system processor 3, the embodiment described above will be explained, 

selector 34 on the main device side corresponding to the FIGS - 12A and UB are t^ing charls » each useful for 

status signal ST, the selector 31 on the main device side explaining the flow of signals when the selector sections in 

corresponding to the command signal CMD from the moni- 30 tne fourth embodiment are utilized. More specifically, FIG. 

tor system processor 4 and the selector 32 on the main 12A shows the flow of the main frame F3a of the command 

device side corresponding to the status signal ST are pro- si & nal CMD inside ^ on the main device side ' and 

vided to the main device 1, and the selectors 35 and 37 on F1G * 128 shows the flow of the subframe F3b of the 

the subsidiary device side corresponding to the selectors 31 command signal CMD (shown in each of FIGS. 12A and 

and 33 on the main device side, respectively, and the 35 12B) inside the selector on the subsidiary device side, 

selectors 36 and 38 corresponding to the selectors 32 and 34 ^ Swings in FIGS. 12A and 12B assume the case in 

corresponding to the main device side, respectively, are wl V ch (for example, the command signal CMD) 

provided to the subsidiary device 2. to be transferred to the three units (UNIT #1, UNIT #2 and 

By carrying out switching operations in the switch sec- UNIT #3 ) inside the subsidiary device is generated, 

tions 41 and 42, the control system processor 3 and the 40 ^ drawings represent the case in which the command 

monitor system processor 4 execute various processes in sl S nal CMD 15 transferred from the main device to the 

synchronism with the clock signals from the respective subsidiary device and do not represent the case m which the 

clock generators 7 and 8. Further, the above switch sections slatus si S aal ST is transferred from the subsidiary device, 

41, 42 switch these processors so as to operate in synchro- but the transfer of the status signal ST can be of course 

nism with the clock signal CLK from the clock generator 30 45 carned out °y executing exactly the same procedure, 

when the subsidiary device 2 is connected. The switch FIG - 13 * a flowchart showing the processing procedure 

sections 41 and 42 apply the control signals to the selectors of the command signal CMD described above so that the 

33 and 34 on the main device side and to the selectors 37 and functions of the selectors in the fourth embodiment of the 

38 on the subsidiary side from the control system processor P resent invention can be easily understood. 

3 through the control line 40, and also apply the control 50 ^ can be clearl y understood from FIGS. 12A, 12B and 
signals to the selectors 31 and 32 on the main device side and 13 > the Pressing procedure of the command signal in the 
to the selectors 35 and 36 on the subsidiary device side from tov ^ embodiment comprises the following steps (T) to (5). 
the monitor system processor 4 through the control line 39. (D Since a plurality of kinds of command signals CMD 

When the command signal CMD is transmitted from the are transferred, they are shifted time-wise by using a 

control system processor 3 to the unit UNIT #1 of the 55 buffer, etc., so that the respective command signals 

subsidiary device 2, for example, the command signal CMD CMD do not overlap, time-wise, with one another. The 

to the unit UNIT#1 is selected by the selector 33 on the main processing portion of the time shift of the signals 

device side by simultaneously controlling the selector 33 on corresponds to the Step S300 in FIG. 13. 

the main device side as well as the selector 37 on the ® Next, the channels in which the command signals 

subsidiary device side, and this command signal CMD is 60 CMD are generated are selected by operating the 

selected by the selector 37 on the subsidiary side and is selectors 31 and 40 on the main device side for the 

distributed to the unit UNIT #1. Similarly, the command serial command signals CMD obtained by executing 

CMD to the unit 17 of the subsidiary device 2 from the the Step S300. The processing portion of the channel 

control system processor 3 and the monitor system processor section of the signals corresponds to the Step S301 for 

4 can be transferred by simultaneously controlling the 65 selecting the channel in FIG. 13. 

selectors 31 and 33 on the main device side and the selectors (3) Further, the command signals CMD obtained by 

35 and 37 on the subsidiary device side. executing the Step S301 are transferred to the subsid- 
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iary device. Such a signal transmission processing 
portion corresponds to the Step S302 for transferring 
the signals in FIG. 13. 
©The units (UNIT#1, UNIT Wl and UNIT #3) to which 
the signals are to be distributed are selected by oper- 
ating the selectors 35 and 40 on the subsidiary device 
side for the command signals CMD inputted to the 
subsidiary device by executing the Step S302. The 
processing portion of the unit selection corresponds to 
the Step S303 for selecting the distributed units in FIG. 
13. 

(S) Three kinds of command signals CMD obtained by 
executing the Step 303 are distributed to the corre- 
sponding units, respectively. The processing portion of 
the distribution of the command signals corresponds to 
the Step 304 for distributing the signals in FIG. 13. 

FIG. 14 is an explanatory view of the fifth preferred 
embodiment (hereinafter abbreviated to the "fifth 
embodiment") of the present invention. Like reference 
numerals will be used in this drawing to identify like 
constituent members as in FIG. 11. Reference numerals 51 
and 52 denote the selectors (SEL) on the main device side, 
reference numerals 53 and 54 denote the selectors (SEL) on 
the subsidiary device side, reference numerals 55 and 56 
denote the cables, and reference numerals 57 and 58 denote 
the control lines. 

In this embodiment, since the transfer of the command 
signal CMD from the control system processor 3 or the 
monitor system processor 4 to each unit 17 and the transfer 
of the status signal ST from the unit 17 corresponding to the 
former are not simultaneously carried out, the selectors are 
so disposed as to correspond to the control system processor 
3 and the monitor system processor 4. In the same way as in 
the embodiment described above, the switch sections 41 and 
42 supply the clock signals from the clock generators 7 and 
8 to the control system processor 3 and the monitor system 
processor 4 when the operation is executed by only the main 
device 1, and when the subsidiary device 2 is connected, 
they are switched so as to supply the clock signal CLK from 
the clock generator 30. 

When the command signal CMD is delivered from the 
monitor system processor 4 to the unit UNIT #2 of the 
subsidiary device 2, for example, the selector 51 on the main 
device side and the selector 53 on the subsidiary device side 
are synchronously controlled by the monitor system proces- 
sor 4, the command signal CMD from the output port of the 
monitor system processor 4 corresponding to the unit UNIT 
#2 is transferred to the subsidiary device 2 from the selector 
51 on the main device side through the cable 55, and the 
selector 53 on the subsidiary device side selects the com- 
mand signal CMD and transfers it to the unit UNIT #2. 
When the status signal ST is transferred from this unit 
(UNIT #2) to the monitor system processor 4, the monitor 
system processor 4 synchronously controls the selector 53 
on the subsidiary device side and the selector 51 on the main 
device side, selects the status signal ST from the unit UNIT 
#2 and transfers it to the main device 1 through the cable 55. 
The selector 51 on the main device side selects this status 
signal ST and transfers it to the input port of the monitor 
system processor 4 corresponding to the unit UNIT #2, 

Next, the principle of the signal transfer between the 
devices by utilizing the group of the selectors according to 
the fifth embodiment will be explained. 

FIGS. 15A and 15B are flowcharts, each useful for 
explaining the flow of the signals by utilizing the group of 
selectors of the fifth embodiment shown in FIG. 14. More 
specifically, FIG. 15A shows the flow of the main frame F4a 



10 



15 



20 . 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



50 



55 



60 



65 



of the command signal CMD and the command signal CMD 
common to the status signal ST inside the selector on the 
main device side, and FIG. 15B shows the flow of the 
subframe F4£> of the command signal CMD and the com- 
mand signal CMD common to the status signal ST inside the 
selector on the subsidiary device side (shown in each of 
FIGS. 15A and 15B). 

The drawings in FIGS. 15A and 15B assume the case in 
which the signals (such as the command signal CMD and the 
status signal ST) to be transferred to the three units (UNIT 
#1, UNIT #2 and UNIT #3) inside the subsidiary device are 
generated. 

In these drawings, since the same principle is applicable 
to the command signal CMD and the status signal ST, the 
flow of only one of the command signal CMD and the status 
signal ST of the control system processor or the monitor 
system processor is typically shown. 

Further, the processing procedure of the command signal 
CMD and the status signal ST is shown in the flowchart of 
FIG. 16 so that the functions of the common selector section 
in the fifth embodiment of the present invention can be 
easily understood. 

As can be seen clearly from FIGS. 15 A, 15B and 16, the 
processing procedure of the command signal or the status 
signal comprises the following steps ((l) to (§)). 

® Here, since a plurality of kinds of command signals 
CMD and a plurality of kinds of status signals ST are 
transferred, these command signals CMD and status 
signals ST are shifted time-wise so that they do not 
overlap, time -wise, with one another. Such a time shift 
processing portion of the signals corresponds to the 
Step S400 in FIG. 16. 
@ Next, the selector 51 on the main device side is 
operated for the serial command signals CMD or status 
signals obtained by executing the Step S400 so as to 
select the channels in which the command signals 
CMD or the status signals ST are generated. Such a 
channel selection portion of the signals corresponds to 
the Step S401 for selecting the channel in FIG, 16. 
(5) Further, the command signals CMD and the status 
signals ST selected by executing the Step 401 are 
transferred between the main device and the subsidiary 
device. By the way, the channel for the signals, that is, 
the transfer line, in this fifth embodiment, is used for 
bidirectional transfer unlike the fourth embodiment 
given above. 

Such a signal transmission processing portion corre- 
sponds to the Step S402 for transferring the signals in FIG. 
16. 

(?) Further, the selector 53 on the subsidiary side is 
operated for the command signals CMD or the status 
signals ST transferred by executing the Step S402 so as 
to select the unit to be distributed or the package (SV 
PKG or Control PKG) of the monitor system processor 
or the control system processor. Such a selection por- 
tion of the unit or the package corresponds to the Step 
S403 for selecting the unit to be distributed or the 
package in FIG. 16. 

(5) The command signals CMD or the status signals ST 
obtained by executing the Step S403 are distributed to 
the corresponding unit or the package of the monitor 
system processor or the control system processor. Such 
a distribution processing portion of the command sig- 
nals CMD or the status signals ST corresponds to the 
Step S404 for distributing the signals in FIG. 16. 

The present invention is not particularly limited to each of 
the foregoing embodiments but various additions and modi- 
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ficatioos can be made. For example, signal transfer between 
the main device 1 and the subsidiary device 2 is not limited 
to the command signal CMD and the status signal ST, but 
other kinds of signals can also be transferred. Further, a 
plurality of subsidiary devices 2 can be connected to the 
main device 1. 

According to the several preferred embodiments of the 
present invention described above, the signals to be trans- 
ferred between the main device having at least the control 
system processor and the monitor system processor pack- 
aged therein and the subsidiary device having a plurality of 
units packaged therein are transferred by multiplexing or by 
the selection by the selectors. Therefore, the number of 
cables connecting the main device and the subsidiary device 
can be remarkably reduced, and the functions of the system 
such as a transfer apparatus can be easily expanded. 

Each of the control system processor and the monitor 
system processor is generally equipped with the clock 
generator and is packaged in one device. When the switch 
section is disposed so as to connect the subsidiary device in 
such a case, multiplex processing can be simplified by 
supplying the clock signals from the clock generator of the 
multiplexer section on the main device side and effecting the 
synchronous operation. 

We claim: 

1. A system for controlling signal transfer between a 
plurality of devices, for controlling the transfer of signals 
between a main device having at least a control system 
processor and a monitor system processor packaged therein 
and a subsidiary device having a plurality of units packaged 
therein, including: 

a multiplexer section on the main device side for multi- 
plexing the signals from said control system processor 
and said monitor system processor of said main device; 

a demultiplexer section on the subsidiary device side for 
demultiplexing a multiplex signal from said multi- 
plexer section on the main device side and distributing 
it to said units of said subsidiary device; 

a multiplexer section on the subsidiary side for multiplex- 
ing the signal from said units of said subsidiary device; 
and 

a demultiplexer section on the main device side for 
demultiplexing the multiplex signal from said multi- 
plexer section on the subsidiary device side and dis- 
tributing it to said control system processor and said 
monitor system processor of said main device, wherein: 
said multiplexer section on the main device side 
includes a clock generator for multiplexing, and 
executes bit-stuffing and multiplexing corresponding 
to the difference between the phase of a clock signal 
from said clock generator and the phases of clock 
signals from clock generators of said control system 
processor and said monitor system processor, and 
said demultiplexer section on the subsidiary side 
includes a phase sync oscillator for generating a 
clock signal in phase synchronism with the multiplex 
signal from said multiplexer section on the main 
side, demultiplexes a multiplex signal multiplexed 
by bit-stuffing and multiplexing from said multi- 
plexer section on the main device side, by bit-stuffing 
synchronization, and distributes it to said units. 

2. A system for controlling signal transfer between a 
plurality of devices, for controlling the transfer of signals 
between a main device having at least a control system 
processor and a monitor system processor packaged therein 
and a subsidiary device having a plurality of units packaged 
therein, including: 
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a multiplexer section on the main device side for multi- 
plexing the signals from said control system processor 
and said monitor system processor of said main device; 

a demultiplexer section on the subsidiary side for demul- 
tiplexing a multiplex signal from said multiplexer sec- 
tion on the main device side and distributing it to said 
units of said subsidiary device; 

a multiplexer section on the subsidiary side for multiplex- 
ing the signal from said units of said subsidiary device; 
and 

a demultiplexer section on the main device side for 
demultiplexing the multiplex signal from said multi- 
plexer section on the subsidiary device side and dis- 
tributing it to said control system processor and said 
monitor system processor of said main device, wherein: 
said multiplexer section on the main device side 
includes a clock generator for multiplexing, the 
clock signal from said clock generator is supplied to 
said control system processor, to said monitor system 
processor and to said demultiplexer section on the 
main device side, and is also supplied to said mul- 
tiplexer section on the subsidiary side and to said 
demultiplexer section on the subsidiary device side, 
the signals from said control system processor and 
said monitor system processor to said units of said 
subsidiary device are multiplexed on the basis of said 
clock signal and are transferred to said subsidiary 
device, and said demultiplexer section on the sub- 
sidiary side demultiplexes said multiplex signal from 
said multiplexer section on the main device side and 
distributes it to said units. 
3. A system for controlling signal transfer between a 
plurality of devices, for controlling the transfer of signals 
between a main device having at least a control system 
processor and a monitor system processor packaged therein, 
each of said processors having a clock generator, and a 
subsidiary device having a plurality of units packaged 
therein, including: 

a multiplexer section on the main device side equipped 
with a clock generator, for multiplexing the signals 
from said control system processor and said monitor 
system processor of said main device on the basis of a 
clock signal from said clock generator; 
a demultiplexer section on the subsidiary device side for 
demultiplexing the multiplex signal from said multi- 
plexer section on the main device side and distributing 
it to said units of said subsidiary device; 
a multiplexer section on the subsidiary device side for 
multiplexing the signals from said units of said sub- 
sidiary device; and 
a demultiplexer section on the main device side for 
demultiplexing the multiplex signal from said multi- 
plexer section on the subsidiary side and distributing it 
to said control system processor and said monitor 
system processor of said main device, wherein: 
each of said control system processor and said monitor 
system processor of said main device includes a 
switch section in which switching operations are 
carried out, so that said control system processor and 
said monitor system processor of said main device 
are operated in synchronism with the clock signal 
from said clock generator of said multiplexer section 
on the main device side when said subsidiary device 
is connected, and are operated in synchronism with 
the clock signal from said clock generator of each of 
said control system processor and said monitor sys- 
tem processor, and wherein: 
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said multiplexer section on the main device side 
supplies the clock signal from said clock generator 
of said multiplexer section on the main device side 
to said control system processor and to said moni- 
tor system processor through said switch section 5 
and also supplies it to said multiplexer section on 
the subsidiary device side and to said demulti- 
plexer section on the main and subsidiary device 
side when said subsidiary device is connected, 
multiplexes the signal from said control system 10 
processor and said monitor system processor to 
said units on the basis of said clock signal and 
transfers the multiplex signal to said subsidiary 
device, and said demultiplexer section on the 
subsidiary device side demultiplexes the multiplex 15 
signal from said multiplexer section on the main 
device side and distributes it to said units, 

4. A system for controlling signal transfer between a 
plurality of devices, for controlling the transfer of signals 
between a main device having at least a control system 20 
processor and a monitor system processor packaged therein 
and a subsidiary device having a plurality of units packaged 
therein, including: 

a selector on the main device side for sending signals from 

said control system processor and said monitor system 25 

processor of said main device; and 
a selector on the subsidiary device side for distributing the 

signal from said selector on the main device side to said 

units, wherein: 

said selector on the main device side and said selector 30 
on the subsidiary device side are controlled in such 
a manner as to select said unit of said subsidiary 
device for transferring the signal from said main 
device or said unit of said subsidiary device for 
transferring the signal to said main device, 35 

wherein each of said control system processor and said 
monitor system processor is equipped with a clock 
generator, said selector on the main device side is 
equipped with a clock generator, and each of said 
control system processor and said monitor system 
processor of said main device further includes a 
switch section in which switching operations are 
carried out, so that said control system processor and 
said monitor system processor are operated in syn- 
chronism with the clock signal from said clock 
generator of said selector on the main device side 
when said subsidiary device is connected, and are 
operated in synchronism with the clock signal of said 
clock generator of each of said control system pro- 
cessor and said monitor system processor when said 
subsidiary device is cut off. 

5. A system for controlling signal transfer between a 
plurality of devices, for controlling the transfer of signals 
between a main device having at least a control system 
processor and a monitor system processor packaged therein 55 
and a subsidiary device having a plurality of units packaged 
therein, including: 

a selector on the main device side for sending signals from 

said control system processor and said monitor system 6Q 

processor of said main device; and 
a selector on the subsidiary device side for distributing the 

signal from said selector on the main device side to said 

units, wherein: 

said selector on the main device side and said selector 
on the subsidiary device side are controlled in such 
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a manner as to select said unit of said subsidiary 
device for transferring the signal from said main 
device or said unit of said subsidiary device for 
transferring the signal to said main device, 
wherein said selector on the main device side and said 
selector on the subsidiary device side are disposed in 
such a manner as to correspond to the kinds of 
signals between said control system processor and 
said units and between said monitor system proces- 
sor and said units of said subsidiary device, and 
wherein each of said control system processor and said 
monitor system processor is equipped with a clock 
generator, said selector on the main device side is 
equipped with a clock generator, and each of said 
control system processor and said monitor system 
processor of said main device further includes a 
switch section in which switching operations are 
carried out, so that said control system processor and 
said monitor system processor are operated in syn- 
chronism with the clock signal from said clock 
generator of said selector on the main device side 
when said subsidiary device is connected, and are 
operated in synchronism with the clock signal of said 
clock generator of each of said control system pro- 
cessor and said monitor system processor when said 
subsidiary device is cut off. 
6. A system for controlling signal transfer between a 
plurality of devices, for controlling the transfer of signals 
between a main device having at least a control system 
processor and a monitor system processor packaged therein 
and a subsidiary device having a plurality of units packaged 
therein, including: 

a selector on the main device side for sending signals from 
said control system processor and said monitor system 
processor of said main device; and 
a selector on the subsidiary device side for distributing the 
signal from said selector on the main device side to said 
units, wherein: 

said selector on the main device side and said selector 
on the subsidiary device side are controlled in such 
a manner as to select said unit of said subsidiary 
device for transferring the signal from said main 
device or said unit of said subsidiary device for 
transferring the signal to said main device, 

wherein said selector on the main device side and said 
selector on the subsidiary device side are disposed to 
correspond to said control system processor and said 
monitor system processor, and 

wherein each of said control system processor and said 
monitor system processor is equipped with a clock 
generator, said selector on the main device side is 
equipped with a clock generator, and each of said 
control system processor and said monitor system 
processor of said main device further includes a 
switch section in which switching operations are 
carried out, so that said control system processor and 
said monitor system processor are operated in syn- 
chronism with the clock signal from said clock 
generator of said selector on the main device side 
when said subsidiary device is connected, and are 
operated in synchronism with the clock signal of said 
clock generator of each of said control system pro- 
cessor and said monitor system processor when said 
subsidiary device is cut off. 
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